




DECLARATION OF RELIGIOUS MISSION AND PURPOSES 
OF THE DIOCESE OF PUEBLO 

In his divine plan for the salvation of the world, Jesus Christ “established and sustains here 
on earth his holy Church” (Lumen gentium 8).  To the church he has entrusted this mission 
to be fulfilled in the world.  The diocese of Pueblo “in which and from which exists the one 
and unique Catholic Church” (canon 368) is constituted and organized in order to fulfill 
this mission Christ has specifically entrusted to it.  The diocese of Pueblo has been entrusted 
for pastoral care to the bishop of Pueblo with the cooperation of the presbyterate of the 
diocese so that “adhering to the bishop and gathered by him in the Holy Spirit through the 
gospel and the Eucharist, it constitutes a particular church in which the one, holy Catholic 
church of Christ is truly present and operative” (canon 369).  Proper to its ends and in the 
fulfillment of its mandate, the diocese of Pueblo pursues in particular the following ends: to 
proclaim the Gospel to all1, to order divine worship2, to teach the faithful of Christ3, to 
build up the community of the faithful of Christ4, to provide decent support for the clergy 
and other ministers5, to train, educate and facilitate the ministries of clergy, religious, and 
laity6, to perform the works of the sacred apostolate7 and of charity, especially toward the 
needy8. 

1 Including, but not limited to, building, owning and operating, or delegating the operation thereof to a 
diocesan entity, houses of worship, houses of ecclesiastical administration, meditation gardens, prayer 
paths, cemeteries, youth camps, campus ministries, retreat and conference centers, places for storage, and 
places of hospitality upon such land as is essential to the functioning of such edifices, or which may be 
required by building and zoning standards, to provide parking, or to provide supporting services for such 
building or edifice. 
2 Including, but not limited to, the celebration of the sacraments, other acts of worship, conduct of funeral 
and burial services. 
3 Including, but not limited to, providing religious education classes, seminars, conferences and workshops 
on spiritual, moral, ethical, cultural and educational subjects; marriage preparation classes; literacy and 
GED classes; day care for preschool and school age children; preschool, elementary and secondary 
education; building, owning, and operating suitable structures for these purposes upon such land as is 
essential to the functioning of such edifices, or which may be required by building and zoning standards, or 
to provide parking or other supporting services for such building or edifice. 
4 Including, but not limited to, the hosting of or making provisions for social events, receptions, dances, 
dinners, fairs, bazaars, bingo, athletic events, ecclesiastical support groups. 
5 Including, but not limited to, owning and maintaining such individual or group dwellings as rectories, 
convents, monasteries, and other places of residence for staff. 
6 Including, but not limited to, the maintenance of seminaries, novitiates, juniorates, houses of formation, 
and other institutions used for the formation of members of the clergy and other religious communities. 
7 Including, but not limited to, hospital and medical care, ministry to the handicapped, immigration and 
resettlement services, family and children services, hospice, adoption, foster care and pregnancy 
counseling, individual, family or marriage workshops or counseling, senior centers, Catholic youth centers, 
centers for women and children, alcoholic and drug rehabilitation counseling; and building, owning and 
operating suitable structures for these purposes upon such land as is essential tot he functioning of such 
edifices, or which may be required by building and zoning standards, or to provide parking or other 
supporting services for such building or edifice. 
8 Including, but not limited to, charity provided through Catholic Social Services of (Diocese of Pueblo, 
Inc., and its affiliated agencies, Catholic community services, Catholic parishes and other Catholic 
organizations, shelters for the homeless, food banks, sandwich lines and soup kitchens, clothing banks and 
emergency assistance centers, as well as community-building activities like providing playgrounds, open 
areas, and picnic areas.  As a part of its citizenship and outreach mission to the community, the diocese of 
Pueblo may provide: places to support public elections, space for minority groups to improve 
themselves, meeting space or office space for other religious, schools or charitable community, 
national and world organizations, including, but not limited to, Alcoholics Anonymous, Boy Scouts, 
Big Sisters, veterans’ organizations, senior citizen’s groups and mental health groups. 
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