
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

It was during his installation Mass in March 1942, when Rev. Joseph 

Willging stated that his first official act as the bishop of Pueblo was to place 

his diocese in the arms of Our Lady of Victory and under the tutelage of St. 

Therese of the Child Jesus. He received a decree from the Holy See in 

December of 1944 appointing St. Therese as the principal patron of the Diocese 

of Pueblo. In April of 1945, on Easter Sunday, Bishop Willging promulgated 

The Little Flower as the protector and placed every portion of the diocese under 

her protection. Here is what Bishop Willging said when he placed the diocese 

under her care and protection: 

“I commit all the spiritualities and temporalities of this ecclesiastical 

jurisdiction to the protection and fostering care of its principal patron, St. 

Therese of the Child Jesus. She has visibly promoted the welfare of her diocese 

in its every phase. She will continue to do so through all the succeeding years. 

May increasing devotion to her and confidence in her powerful intercession, 

her declared love for all, both within and without the pale of the Church, be 

the portion of every person still in this land of exile. May her patronage bring 

under her influence a zealous clergy, who are her first concern, for a great 

self-sacrificing dedication to the salvation of souls. May their first care be for 

the little ones so dear to her and so especially reflecting her spirit. And to 

engender her example of spiritual childhood in all souls to insure their 

salvation. ‘Unless you be converted and become little children, you shall not 

enter the kingdom of heaven.’ This is the mandate of the divine instrument to 

draw all souls in her little way of love, the love of God and His Immaculate 

Mother.” – Bishop Joseph Clement Willging, Bishop of Pueblo on November 

13, 1958 

 While St. Therese is recognized as a doctor of the Church, “the greatest 

saint of modern times” (Pope St. Pius X) and for her ‘Little Way’ devotions, 

Bishop Willging often referred to her as the “real bishop of Pueblo”. (The 

Willging Years pg 166)  

In 1949, Bishop Willging traveled to Lisieux, France, for a personal 

meeting at Carmel with the two living sisters of St. Therese – Mother Agnes 

of Jesus and Sister Genevieve – Pauline and Celine before their entry into 

religious life. It was a short walk to Carmel from his hotel and he felt confident 



 

that he could find his way to the monastery from the many pictures he had seen. 

As he walked, the streets began to look unfamiliar. The devastation of the war 

had changed the city considerably. He came across a woman who spoke 

English and she provided directions to the monastery. He continued his walk 

and became lost again. A young nun approached him who had a striking 

resemblance to young St. Therese. He regarded it as a happy coincidence. She 

led him to the monastery and into the parlor for visitors. She quietly departed 

as he became occupied with the anticipation of his visit. He met Mother Agnes 

of Jesus and Sister Genevieve and had an unforgettable visit. It was not until 

one year later, when Bishop Willging thought again about his meeting with the 

young Carmelite nun. The image of the young nun came back to him during 

his preparation for the second diocesan solemn public novena to St. Therese. 

He began to reflect, wondering who this young nun was, for the community 

was strictly cloistered and their external affairs were executed by lay people. 

No member has ever left the monastery except during the bombardment when 

the Holy Father commanded the entire community to seek refuge. Only one 

conclusion came to him, he had seen Little Therese.  

After his visit to Carmel, Bishop Willging continued correspondence 

with Mother Agnes of Jesus and Sister Genevieve, receiving assurance of their 

continued prayers for him, the clergy and all the souls in our diocese. Here is 

a prayer that they sent to Bishop Willging: 

“We ask our Holy Sister to enable the Bishop of Pueblo to feel her powerful 

protection and the same for his clergy and all those souls entrusted to him, to 

enter her way of confidence and love.” 

 In the fall of 1947, Rev. Charles L. Meeus, a Belgian-born missionary, 

made a pilgrimage to Lisieux, France, which was the birthplace of St. Therese. 

He did so a few days before the 50th anniversary of her death. When he arrived, 

the reality of the destruction left from the bombings of “D-Day” (June 6, 1944) 

where 2,100 homes of 2,800 were wiped out, made him say, “The sight that 

met my eyes was really unbelievable.” There, he visited the parish church of 

The Little Flower – St. James. It too was a casualty of the war, “an empty shell 

ready to crumble any one of these days.” It was there where he came upon half 

of an ancient sundial that had fallen to the ground from the wall of the church. 



 

It was among the ruins and part of a group of rocks being collected to fill a 

ditch in the road. He obtained permission to take it with him from the workers 

and began to search for the other half and after a long while, he found it. He 

continued his journey walking through the town, visiting the locals. He learned 

that St. Therese’s father, a watchmaker and a saint, used to set his clocks by 

this very same sundial. Rev. Meeus prayed to The Little Flower to “… direct 

its course throughout the world so that it may be placed where people looking 

at it will realize what she always wanted us to know – that we must be like the 

shadow of the sun… that we may be ever more conscious that time is but a 

shadow, which passes.” On February 20, 1948, Rev. Meeus personally 

delivered the sundial and scrapbook to Bishop Willging.  


